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1 . FOLLOWING DISCUSSION OF THE GOU'S NOTE ON SHOE IMPORTS, WHICH 
HAD BEEN THE MOTIVE IN SUMMONING ME TO THE MINISTER, THE FOREIGN 

MINISTER ASKED FOR MY OPINION ON THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
SPECIFICALLY THE REMARKS MADE BY THE MINISTR OF EDUCATION AT THE 
OPENING SESSION OF THE OAS CONFERENCE (MVD 485). 

2. 1 TOLD THE MINISTER THAT I HAD BEEN PLEASED AND IMPRESSED TO 
SEE THAT THE GOU, BEFORE A HEMISPHERIC AUDIENCE, HAD AIRED THE 
SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WAY IN WHICH IT WAS DONE BY THE 
MINSTER OF EDUCATION. I SAID I THOUGHT THIS HAD THE SINGULAR 
VIRTUE OF TAKING THIS SUBJECT OUT OF THE ABSTRACT, AS CONCERNS 
URUGUAY, AND PLACING IT BEFORE THE PUBLIC AS AN ISSUE WHICH CON- 
CERNS URUGUAY AND IN WHICH URUGUAY IS INVOLVED. I SAID I HAD BEEN 
FURTHER IMPRESSED BY THE EXTENSION OF THIS ISSUE THROUGH COMMENTS 
MADE TOTHE PRESS BY OAS SECGEN, ALEJANDRO ORFILA, (MVD 489 AND 
514) IN THAT HE HAD COMMENTED ON HIS DISCUSSION WITH URUGUAY'S TOP 
OFFICIALS INCLUDING THE MILITARY ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM 
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AS IT AFFECTS URUGUAY. IN MAKING THESE OBSERVATIONS, I SAID, 

I HOPES THE MINISTER WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT WHILE I VIEW THIS AS A 
HEALTHY AND CONSTRUCTIVE MOVE TOWARD GREATER OPENNESS ON THIS SUB 
JECT, EVEN GREATER IMPORTANCE WILL BE ATTRIBUTED TO ANY CONCRETE 
STEPS WHICH THE GOU MIGHT TAKE TO CARRY OUT THE MINISTER'S PRO- 
MISE NOT ONLY TO MAINTAIN BUT TO RAISE URUGUAY'S STANDARDS OF 
CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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3. THE OPENING HAVING BEEN GIVEN BY THE MINISTER, I THEN ENTERED 
INTO A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM,DRAWING SEPCIFICALLY ON 
GUIDANCE CONTAINED QF STATE 025338. 1 THEN MADE REFERENCE TO THE 
SERIES OF TALKS HERE INVOLVING AMBASSADORS PEREZ CALDAS AND GIAM 
BRUNO, WHICH HAD BEEN REPORTED IN THE PRESS AS RELATING TO OVERALL 
US-URUGUAYAN RELATIONS. I TOLD THE MINISTER THAT I ASSUMED HUMAN 
RIGHTS MUST HAVE FIGURED VERY IMPORTANTLY IN THESE TALKS SINCE, 

AS I VIEW OUR RELATIONS, IT IS THESINGLEMOST IMPORTANT ISSUE 
WHICH IS TODAY AFFECTING THE TOTALITY OF OUR RELATIONS. I ASKED 
THE MINISTER WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING HE COULD TELL ME ABOUT 
THESE TALKS AND THE RESULTS. IN DOING SO, I MENTIONED THAT WHEREAS 
I HAD ASKED TO SEE HIM THIS WEEK FOR A GENERAL DISCUSSION, I HAD 
POSTPONED MY REQUEST UNTIL NEXT WEEK AS I UNDERSTOOD THE GOU TALKS 
WERE STILL IN PROGRESS. 

4. THE MINISTER CONFIRMED THAT HUMAN RIGHTS WAS FIGURING IMPORTANT- 
LY IN THE TALKS AND NOTED THAT ONE CONCRETE RESULT WILL BE THE 
FORMATION OF A GROUP WHICH CAN QUICKLY AND ACCURATELY DETERMINE 
THE STATUS OF INDIVIDUALS ABOUT WHOM CONCERN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED 
IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS. (THIS APPARENTLY IS THE "ACTION COMS 
MITTEE" WHICH WAS MENTIONED TO ME BY AMBASSADOR PEREZ CALDAS (MVD 
359). I THEN ASKED THE MINISTER WHETHER CONSIDERATION WAS BEING 
GIVEN TO INVITING INTERNATIONAL INSPECTION, MAKING REFERENCE TO 
ORFILA'S COMMENTS ON THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMIS- 
SION. HE REPLIED THAT THIS, AS WELL AS A NUMBER OF OTHER "SPECIFIC 
MEASURES”, IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. HE GAVE NO INDICATION, HOWEVER, 

AS TO HOW THIS MIGHT COME OUT AND WE LEFT IT THAT IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE HE WOULD CALL ME FOR A FURTHER DISCUSSION OF THESE 
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ISSUES. 

5. DURING THE EXPOSITION OF MY VIEWS AND MY GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS, I GAVE EMPHASIS TO THE IMPORTANCE WHICH PRESIDENT 
CARTER, SECRETARY VANCE AND THE ENTIRE NEW ADMINISTRATION GIVE TO 
THIS SUBJECT. I SAID THAT IT WAS CLEAR THAT THE QUALITY OF OUR 
RELATIONS WOULD REVOLVE AROUND THIS ISSUE MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, 
AND THAT I HOPES THAT URUGUAY WOULD DO EVERYTHING IT COULD TO 
CORRECT SUCH PRACTICES AS MAY EXIST WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO CRITICISM 
AND TO CLARIFY THE AREAS OF DOUBT BY PROVING, THROUGH INSPECTION 
OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER, WHAT THE ACTUAL Y SITUATION IS. I NOTED 
THAT URUGUAY WAS ONE OF THE AUTHORS OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS. I STRESSED THAT WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES’ 

ATTITUDE ON THIS WAS A HIGHLY MORAL ONE, AS A PRACTICAL MATTER IT 
SOUGHT NOTHING MORE THAN TO HAVE ALL SIGNATORIES GIVE FULL EFFECT 
TO THE UNDERTAKINGS WHICH ALL HAD MADE. I LAID SPECIAL EMPHASIS 
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF RESTORING DUE PROCESS, SOMETHING WHICH PRESIDENT 
MENDEZ HAD TOLD ME WAS INTENDED. I ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO THE 
FACT THAT THE US CONCERN IS EXPRESSED EVERYWHERE, IRRESPECTIVE OF 
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SIZE, IMPORTANCE OR POLITICAL SYSTEMS CONCERNED. AS EVIDENCE OF 
THIS I CITED THE PRESIDENT S AND THE SECRETARY'S OPEN AND REPEATED 
STATEMENTTS OF CONCERN FOR SPECIFIC HUMAN RIGHTS CASES IN THE 
SOVIET UNION, CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND CUBA. 

SIRACUSA 
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